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fourtC3 be railed above the qarth's ordinary fur face, fu that 
they may run upon a decent. Woodward! s Nat . HiJlory. 

1 found my fe If within my depth ; and the declivity was fo 
fniallj that I walked near a mile before I got to the ihore. 

Gulliver 7 ! Travels* 

DecliVous. fid ] * \decUvis 7 Lat.] Gradually dufcending; jiot 
precipitous j not perpendicularly linking: the contrary to 
acclivous; moderate! v fteep* 

i o DECO C i . v. a , [deccquo decoclum, Latin*] 

I u prepare by bailing far any ufe; todigeft in hot water. 

I o digeil by the heat of the llomach* 

J here (he dceoBIs? and doth the food prepare; 

1 here the diftributes It to ev’ry vein. 

There Are expets what ihe may fitly fparc. Davies* 

3‘ To boil in water, fo as to draw the firength or virtue of any 
thing. 

The longer malt or herbs are dscoEltd in liquor, the clearer 
* s - Bacon's Nat u * a ' biljl ot j, N*h 308* 

4. J o botl up to a confluence $ to ftrengthen or invigorate by 
boiling, 55 1 

Can hidden water, their barley-broth. 

Detail their cold blood to fuck valiant heat* Shake fp. H. V. 
DecoVtible. adft [from decocl.] That which may be boiled, 
or prepared by boiling* Dift* 

Decoction, n.f [deceitum* Latin.] 

1* 1 he adtof boiling aiiy tiling, to extnuft its virtues. 

In infufion the longer it is, the greater ts the part of the 
grois body that goeth into the liquor; but in deaffiiwj though 
more goeth forth, yet it cither purge th at the top, or fettleth 
at the bottom* Bacons Natural H if! ary, N°, 308. 

?. A preparation made by boiling in water. 

They diftil their hufb and s land 
In decoctions ; anti are roann’d 
With ten emp’rics, in their chamber 
Lying for the fpirit of amber* Ben. Johufon. 

h the plant be bailed in water, the drained liquor is called 
the decoWmi of the plant. Arbuthmt m Aliments* 

LJeco'ct ure. n.f [from dealt , ] A fubfiancc drawn by 
decQiStion. 

Decollation* n. ft \jkcdlath, Lat ] The aft of beheading. 
He, by a decollation o! all hope, annihilated his merev : 
1!) is, by an immoderancy thereof, deftroyed hisjuftice. Brown, 
Decomposite, adj. [decompafitus, Latin.] Compounded a 
fecond time; compounded with things already compofite* 
Decamp fttes of three metals, or more, are too long to in- 
quire of, except there be feme com politicos of them already 
obferved. . Bacon s Phyj . Rem* 

Decomposition. n* ft [dec&mpfitusj Lat.] "I he act of com- 
pounding things already compounded. 

We confider what happens in the compositions and decotn- 
ptftticns of faline particles. Beyle. 

To DECOMPOUND. v. a, [ decomp ono, Latin.] Fo com pole 
of things already compounded ; to compound a fecond time ; 
to form by a fecond cbmpofition. 

Nature herfdf doth in the bowels of the earth make decom- 
pounded bodies, as we fee in vitriol, cinnabar, and even in 
fulphur itfelf* Beylis Scept * Chym. 

When a word (lands for a very complex idea, that is com- 
pounded and decompounded, it is not eafy for men to form and 
retain that idea exactly. Lode* 

If the violet, blue and green, be intercepted, the remaining 
yellow, orange, and red, will compound upon the paper an 
orange; and then, if the intercepted colours be let pafs, they 
will fall upon this compounded orange, and, together with it, 
decompound a white* Newtons Opt * 

DecomPoVnd. adj. [from the verb.] Comp o fed of things or 
words already compounded ; compounded a fecond time* 

The pretended falts and fulphur are fo far from being 
elementary parts extracted out of the body of mercury, that 
they are rather, to borrow a term of the grammarians, decam- 
pound bodies, made up of the whole metal and the menftruum, 
or other ad di laments employed todifguife k* Beyle, 

No body fliould ufe any compound or decompound of the 
fubftautial verbs, but as they are read in the common conju- 
gal ions* Arbuihn ct and Popes Mat t , 5 a lb . 

Dh/corament. n.f [from decorate.] Ornament; embdlifli- 
merit* Diet* 

'Fo DECORATE, v . a . [decm 7 Latin.] To adorn; to cm- 
bellifli ; to beautify. 

Decora-tion. n.f. [from decorate.] Ornament; enibelliili- 
ment ; added beauty. 

The enfigns of virtues contribute to the ornament of 
figures ; fuch as the decorations belonging to the liberal arts, 
and to war. Dry dens Dufrejnoy, 

This helm and heavy buckler I can fpare. 

As only decorations of the war * 

ho Mari is arm'd for glory, not for need. Dry den. 

Di coraT or. n.f [from dumvtc.] , Anadorner; an embel- 
1 idler. . DW* 

o'Rotri. adj. [decorus, Latin.] Decent; datable to a cha- 
racter ; becoming; proper; befitting; Iccmly. 

It is not fo decorous^ in rcfpcct ol God, that be fliould im~ 
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mediately Jo all the meanefl: and triflingeft things hi n n- 
without making ufe of any infer iour or fubordiii T - 

To DECO'RTICATE. *. «. {duorthc, Latin.j To SS". 

the bark or hulk ; to hulk ; to peel ; to ftrip. ” 

'Jake great barley, dried and deemtkated \ after it „ 
walked, and boil it in water. Arbutbmt on T 

Deco* tic a tion. n.j. [from decorticate .] The aft of firi™: ‘ 
the hark or hulk* F ^ D 2 

DECORUM, n.f. [Latin.] Decency ; behaviour contran- r 6 
liccntioumcfs, contrary to levity ; feemlLftefe. 1 

li your m after 

Would have a queen his beggar, you mu ft tell him. 

That majefty, to keep decorum* mu ft * 

No lrfs beg than a kingdom. Sh&tejpcards Ant. and CU 

I am far from (ufpc£tlng funplicity, which is bold totrd* 
pafs in points of decorum* ' 

Beyond the fix’d and fettled rules m * 

Ot vice and virtue in the fchools, 

'File better fort Ihould fet before ’em 
A grace, a manner, a decorum. p mr 

Gentlemen of the army fhoultl be, at leaft, obliged to-ex- 
ternal dec: rum : a profligate life and charaibr fliouJd not be a 
meajis of advancement. 

He kept with princes due decorum ; 

Yet never flood in awe before ’em. Swift. 

To DECOY * v. a [from hg 9 Dutch, a cage. ] To lure into 
a cage ; to intrap ; to draw into a (hare. 

A fowler had taken a patridge, who offered to decay her 
companions Into the fnarc. If-Eflreqp. 

Decoy d by the fantaftick blaze. 

Now loft, and now renew’d, he finks abforpt. 

Rider and horfe. Thomfms Autumn^ l 11G5, 

Dj co'v. n.f [from the verb.] Allurement to mifebkhj 
temptation. 

U he devil could never have had fuch numbers, had he not 
ufed fume as decoys to enfeare others. Government of the "Tongue. 

Tbde exuberant productions of the earth became a con- 
tinual decoy and hiare: they only excited and fomented lulls, 

/ V hduwd ' s A L t ural Hijfory 
An old dr am drinker is the devil’s decoy. It entity 

Df.coAduck, n* f A duck that lures others. 

There is Hkewifc a fort of ducks, called decoyducls, that 
will bring whole flights of fowl to their retirements, where 
are conveniences made for catching them* MoriitneBs Husk 
r f o DECRJE'ASE. v. u. [deanf^ Latin.] To grow Ids; to 
be diminiihedp 

From the moon is the fign of feafts, n light that dccreafetb 
in her perfe£Hon. Eccluf xllii* 7* 

Unto fifty years the heart annually increafeth the weight of 
one drachm; after which, in the fame proportion, it <k* 
aeafeth. Brown s Vulgar Errours^ b.v. t. 20. 

It is to be obferved, that when the fun comes to his tro- 
picks, days inercafe and decree Je but a very little for a great 
while together. Newton s Opt* 

To Decrease, v. a. To make lefs; to diminilh. 

He did dilhonourablc find 

Thofe articles, which did our ftate deer cafe. BanidCsC War* 

Nor cher till’d they relations poor. 

That might deer cafe their prelent ftare. Pmr. 

Heat increafes the fluidity of tenacious liquids, as of oil, 
balfam, and honey; and thereby deer cafes their rcfiflance. Nwt* 
Decrease, n.f [from the verb.] The ftate of growing kfs ; 
decay. 

By weak’ning toil, and hoary age o T t iconic. 

See thy dccreaf^ and h alien to thy tomb* Pmr. 

2* 'Fhc wain; the time when the vifiblefaee ol the moon grows 
Ids. 

See in what time the feeds, fet in the hicreafe of Che spoon, 
come to a certain height, and how they differ from thofe thar 
are fet in the deer cafe of the moon. Bacon s Natural HyftS* 
l o DECRE'E* v. [deer ei any Latin.] 1 q make an edvd , 

to appoint by edict; to eftablifil by law ; to determine; tu 
relblve. 

They (hull fee the end of the wife, and fhail nut unckr- 
fiand what God in h Is counfel liatli decreed of him. Wifd* 1 - 

Father eternal ! Thine is to decree ; 

Mine, both in lieav'n and earth, to do thy will. 

Milton s Paradljc Loft > h. x. /. L 

Had heav’n decreed that 1 fhould life enjoy, „ 

Heav’n had decreed tf> lave unhappy 'I roy* Drydcn s / -• 
To Dec r h e. %\ a. To doom or afljgn by a decree. 

'I hou fhalt alio decree a thing, and it lliali be eftabliflied. 

The king their father. 

On juft and weighty reafons, has decreed . 

FI is fceptre to the jounger* Rowes Ambitious Stcp-rtMi. 
Decree, n.j. [_deeretum 7 Latin.j 
1 . An edict ; a law* 

If you deny me, fie upon your law! t 

There Is no force in the decrees of Venice 
There went a decree from Ckefar Auguftus, that a 
world fliould be taxed, * 1J ^ fC 
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Are wc condemn'd by fate’s unjuft decree, f 

No more our houles and our homes to fee ? Dry .cn s rft 
The Supreme Being is fovereignly good; he rewards ihc 
]uft, and puniflies the unjuft : and the tally cl man, and not 
Bit decree of heaven, is the caufe of human calaniiiy. Broome. 
2 . Ah efubli&ed rule* 

V\ hen he made a decree for the rain, and a way or tnu 

lightning of the thunder* ^ J 0 ^ zb * 

n A determination ot a f u it, or litigated caufe, ( 

■ [In canon law.] An ordinance, which is enacted by the 
pope himfelf, by and with the advice of his cardinals in coun- 
cil afiembied, without being con fulled by any one thereon. 

Aylijfe s Par ergon. 

DAc r v. m ent* n. f [ deerment um 7 Latin * ] Deere; Me; the ftate 
of growing lefs; the quantity foil by deereafing* 

Upon the tropick, and firft defeenfton Irom olit fold ice, 
wc are fcarce fen fib le of declination; but declining farthci, 
our decrement accelerates : we fet apace, and in our 1 aft days 
precipitate into our graves* Bretons bulgur Err curs. 

Rocks, mountains, and the other elevatinns ol the earth, 
fu fib ra continual dttrement- and grow lower and lower* JPoodzv. 
DECREPIT* a ft [dicrephus, Latin.] Wafted and worn out 
with age ; in the Jaft ft age o i decay* 

l '‘cere pit mifer ! bale, icnoblu wre tch ! Share fp. H. V I. 
Thefe years were ihort of many mens lives in this decrepit 
of the world, wherein many exceed fourfedre, and fome 
an hundred years. id a dig As Hijhry oj the l Nor Id, 

This pope is deer dpi and the bell goeth for firm: take or- 

der 1 hat there he chafe n a pope of freOl year. Bacon's Id. War. 

Decrepit fuperftition, and fuch as had their nativity in times 
beyond all hiftory, are frtfti in the obfei vation of many 
he a d s * Ere wn ' j Vulga r Erraursl 

And from the North to call 

./ ) a .' np it \ V i n ttr . M At c n ! > Pa radife I oft ^ h. x . E 675* 

VVfio this obferves, may in hi - body find 
Decrepit age, hut never in his mind. Denham. 

Propp’d on his fluff, and Hooping as he goes, 

A painted mitre (trades his furrow’d brows; 

1 h e Eod , i 11 the decrepit for m a r ray d 3 
The gardens enter'd, and l 3 ^l fruits furvey’d* Pope. 

1’he charge of witchcraft infplres people with a malevo- 
lence towards thofe poor decrepit parts of our fpecies, in 
whom human nature is defaced by infirmity and dotage. Addif 
To DECRETII A LE. v. a. [decrepOy Latin*] To Calcine felt 
till it has ceafed to crackle in the fire. 

£0 will it come to pais in a pot of fait, although decrepitated. 

Brown's Vulgar Errmrs 7 b. ii. 
Decrepita^tiON. n. f [from decrepitate . ] The crackling 
nnife whicli fait makes, when put over the fire in a cru- 


cible* 


} fancy* 
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Deck E^PiTN'Ess, In. f. [from decrepit.] The laft ft age of dc 
Decrepitude, J cay; the Iaft effects of old age. 

Mother earth, in this her barrennefs arid decrephmfs of age, 
can procreate (uch (warms oi curious engines. Bentleys Serm. 
Decrescent, adj. [from detreftttn^ Latin*] Growing lefs; 
being in a (fate of decreafe. 

Decretal, adj. [ d ecret uny Latin , ] Appertaining to a decree ; 
containing a decree. 

A decretal epiftle !s that which the pope decrees either by 
hi mid I, or elfe by the advice ot his cardinals ; and this mu ft 
he on his being con ful ted by fome particular perfon or per- 
ions thereon. Ay lifted Par ergon. 

Dr cketal. n * f. [from the adjeftivc.j 
1 . A book ot decrees or edicts ; a body of laws. 

The fecond room, whole walls 

Were painted fair with memorable gefts, 

L‘I maght rates, ot coum, of tribunals, 

Ot common wealths, of ftates, of policy, 

Oi law*, of judgments, and of dee ret a Is. Pah y /a ii, 

S' 1 liv col ledi ion of the pope’s decrees* 

1 raditions and decretals were made of equal force, and as 
a u them i cal as the ficrcd charter icfdf* Ho weld Vocal ton eft. 
Deck: e 1 ist. n.f [Irom decree,] One that ftudics or profeftls 
the knowledge of the dr-cretal* 

I he fycretijh had their life and beginning under the reign 
of the emperor Frederick Barbarofla. Ayliffi s Parer mi. 
De^c r etor v * adj. [from decree.] 

1. Judicial; definitive. 

T here arc lenitives that friend (lisp will apple, before it will 
be brought to the decretory rigour* of a condemning Ibntence, 

. * . South* s Sermo 7 is. 

s. Anneal ; 1 ri which there is fome definitive event. 

ihe motions ot the moon, ftippofed to be meafured bv 
(evens, and the critical or decretory days, depend on that 
jj nUin j ei ' ** Brawn's Vulgar Err ours, b. iv r c. f 2 


— * ** i l / if ii / , 1 ico 

clamoroufly ; to clamour again ft. 

Malice in ci iticks reiens Ghigh* 

1 hat for final! errours they whole plays decry 


Dr . den . 
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Thofe meafurcs which are extolled by one ha! t t! ; 5 

kingdom, are naturally deeryed by the other, vu *ftus _j 

Thev a; plied themfelvcs to icflcn their authority, dec>y^ 

them as hard and unnccdlary reftraints ^ * f w- /* 

Quacks and impoftors arc Hill cautioning us to beware or 
counter I cits, and decry others cheats only to make more way 

tor their own. - . r 

DecuMbence. 7 n.f [decumhy Latin.] 1 he. act ot Lyu- b 

Deco mbincy, i down; the pofture ot lyiugdown. 

This mull come to pafs, if we hold opinion mry he not 
down, and enjoy no dciumhenLC at all ; tor ftation is proper y no 
reft, but one kind of morion. Brown's Vulgar Erreurs, b. m. 

Not confidering the all lent manner of decumbeticy^ he mi- 
nuted this geftufeof the beloved diiciplc unto uiKicity, an 
act of incivility. / rmns VuLar Er rears , i*v. r* 6. 

Decu m iutu re. n.f [from dccu?nho 7 Latin,] 

; * The time at which a man takes to bis bed in a difeafe. 

[inailrolosv ] A (cbeme of the heavens creeled tor that 
time, by which the prognofticks of recovery 01 death are dft- 
covered. 

If but a mile ftie travel out of town. 

The planetary hour muft firft be known^ 

And lucky moment : it her eye but akes. 

Or itches, its decumbiture (he takes* Dry don s Juv. Sat vi, 
DfAuple. adj, [ttecuplusiy Larin*] I enfold; the feme number 
ten times repeated. 

Maids length, that is, a perpendicular from the vertex unto 
the IbJe of tht foot, is dccupL unto his profundity ; that is,, a 
direct line between thebreaft and the i pine. Brown's t u!. Err. 

Suppofing there be a thou fa nd loirs of infects in this liland, 
if vlie fame proportion holds between the iuletls 01 England 
and of the reft of the workl, as between plants domelhck and. 
exotick, that is, near a decuple^ the jpecics ot infects wil 
amount to ten thoulknd. Ray on the Credti&ft* 

Dhcu'rion* n.f [drain 05 Lat,] A commander over ten ; an 
officer fuhordinate to the centurion. 

Fie initiated decurims through both tbefe colonies, that is, 
one over every ten families. Temple. 

Deci/rsion, n.f [decurjus^ Lat*] T act of running down* 
What is decayed by that demrfmn of waters, is (applied by 
the terrene faeces which water brings. Hale s Or g. oj Mankind* 
DecurtaYxon. n.f \dtcurtaiip Y Latin,] T he act ol cutting 
ftiort, or ftibrtemng. 

To DECUSSATE, v.a. [detuff** Latin*] To interfea at 
acute angles* 

This it perforins by the action of a notable mufde on each 
fide, of a great length, having the form ci the letter X s 
made up of marly fibres, dccuftdtlng one another longways. Ray. 
Decussation, n.f [from decay ate.] > he act ol crofting; 
ftate of being crollcd at unequal angles* 

Though there be dtmffatim of the rays hi ihe pupil of the 
eye, and fo the image of the object in the retina, or bottom 
of the eye, be inverted ; yet doth not the object appear in- 
verted, blit in its right or natural pofture* Ray on the Great Bn* 
To DEDE CORATE. v.a. [dedecoro^ Latin*] Fo difgrace ; 

to bring a reproach upon* DiSl. 

De decoration, n.f [from dedecor aU,] Ihe a£l of dis- 
gracing; difgrace. Di£t * 

D ED eY OR 0 Us* adj, [dedecus, Lat. j D i fgrace ful ; reproach ful ; 

Blameful* Dicf* 

Deoenti tion. n.f [de and dentil lo 7 Lat,] Lofs or {bedding 
of the teeth. 

fiohui divided it into ten feptenaries, becaufe In every one 
thereof a man received fome lenfihle mutation : in the rirft is 
dedevtitiory or 1. filing of teeth* Br: ion s Vulgar Err ours , b. iv* 

To DE'DICATE. v. a, [dedco^ Latin.] 

r . To devote to fome divine power; to confecrate and fet apart 
to (acred ides. 

A plcafant grove 

W a? fhot up high, full ut the I lately tree 
That dedicated is to otympick Jove, 

And to his fon Alcidcs, when as he 

Gain'd in Nemea goodly \ iciory. Fairy §hain 7 b. Ii* cant. 5. 

I he princes offered for dedicating the altar, in the day that 
it was anointed* Num. vii, ic. 

Warn’d by the fecr, to her offended name 
Wc rais'd, and dedicate this wondrous frame* Dr yds A 5 rEu. 
2* To appropriate (biefivnly to any perfon or purpofc* 

There cannot be 

That vulture in you to devour fo many, 

will to great Fiefs dedicate tliemfelves. Shakrfp. Macbeth. 
Ladle’, a geifral welcome from his grace 
faJutes you a 11 : this night he dedicates 
To lair content and you. ShMefpear/s Henry VIII. 

He went to learn the profeffion of a foldier, To which he 
had dedicated hi m fel (. Clarendon. 

Bid her i n ft ant wed, 

And quiet dedicate her remnaru fife 

( o the juft duties ol an humble wife* Prim- 

3* To infer! be to a patron* 

He compile ti ten elegant books, and abdicated them to the 
lord Rurghlev. Ptacbam on Poetu . 

lr De'dtcate. 
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